CMS Acoustlc Eotutmns.'ﬁas
launched its new-look website at

‘www.cmsacoustics.co.uk. Designe
as a specifier guide, the website
details pr{idut:t information,
datasheets, news, case studies and
an acoustic jargon buster section
which is intended to help remove
the confusion around noise
control.

Time to hit the roof
Roof Cooling Techniques—a
Design Handbook is a new title
from Earthscan. The book
considers the principles of roof
design, plus specific systems and
cooling tec! niques5ihai m’ight be

are bot ‘cansidere”d Cooling
techniques examined include roof
ponds, planted roofs, cooling
radiators and roof eomp‘cménts‘.
Two appendices are included:
the first detailing mathematical
models suitable for designing
water ponds, radiators, cooling
panels and planted roofs, the
second outlining the software used
to implement the models.
B The book is available from
www.cirlabooks.com priced £40.

Ultimate collection
Halstead Boilers has introduced
the latest version of its Ultimate
Collection CD-ROM, which features
detailed product information,
msta{iatmn:ma 1als, us gmdes,

|nfcrmatinn taenable specnf‘ers
and installers to browse the
company's entire product range .
B Mare information 170
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EBSITE PROVIDES
Eleven years have elapsed since

the Construction (Design and
Management) Regulations came
into force. During that time, the

HSE has put considerable energy
into ensuring that construction
contractors comply with the
legislation and improve their safety
performance.

However, the focus has recently
shifted from contractor to designer,
in recognition of the fact that many
hazards can be designed out at
source, or mitigated by competent
design. Recent audits have
demonstrated a poor level of
understanding of the CDM
regulations among designers and
design organisations, who do not
fully appreciate the impact bad
design or poor buildability can have
on the safe construction, long term
use and dismantling of assets.

In response to this challenge, and
the desire to demonstrate a
proactive approach to the HSE, the
Design Network Group was born
from an existing group of “Alliance
contractors” and design
organisations. This group had two
main aims; firstly, to share design
best practice among its member
contractors and the wider industry,
and secondly to review the way we
assess designer competence.

From this basis, the Design Best
Practice website www.dbp.org.uk

Y DESIGN WE

PRACTICAL SUPPORT

was launched early in 2005, making
effective sharing of best practice
principles a reality.

The potential lang-term benefits
of this network group are many.
Besides being able to demonstrate
to its clients and the HSE that the
alliance companies are taking their
CDM responsibilities seriously, they
also include demonstrably delivered
benefits in terms of time, cost and
quality, as well as safety. In addition
to this, there has been improvéd
understanding of designer
competence issues, leading to
improved recruitment, auditing and
training practices and the ability to
demonstrate to clients that
continuous impravement, design
innovation and learning is actively
supported.

How the Design
Network operates

The Design Network is made up of
the lead design engineers and
managers of an alliance group of
contractors who have a recent
history of working closely with a
large blue chip client organisation.
It meets four times a year.

The network members have a
responsibility to contribute to the
design network and also ensure
that they communicate the data
received from it to the designers in
their own organisation. A review

panel sits four times a year to
assess the value of the received
design examples which can be
submitted via the website, though
there is a strict control of any
commercial advertising.

The site is also linked to the HSE,
SID and European Agency for
Safety and Health at Work websites.

Almost two years on from its first
meeting, the group can be justly
proud of its lively new website,
which holds over a hundred
examples of design good practice,
is already becoming a regular tool
of its designer organisations and is
suppaorted fully by the HSE.

David Thomas, principal
specialist inspector within HSE's
Construction Division Technology
Unit said, "HSE welcomes the
numerous examples of good and
best practice compiled by Design
Best Practice. They provide
practical guidance on the designer's
duty to identify and eliminate
hazards, adapt their design to
reduce the risk from residual
hazards and provide clear and
concise information. Designers
need to understand how their
structure can be constructed,
cleaned and maintained safely. We
encourage all to contribute and
share their experiences."

The message of the site is clear:
if you can design it out, share it.
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